
The Shelter Playgroup Alliance (SPA) was formed in response to a need we heard across the industry for an ethical 
playgroup model that supports safe and healthy play, limits the use of aversives, and minimizes the risk of injury and 
behavioral fallout.  We also heard the call for more educational and operational support in creating and implementing 
robust enrichment programs for shelter dogs.  Visit shelterdogplay.org to download a copy of our guidelines today!

EMPOWERING SHELTER DOGS 
THROUGH CHOICE.
Our shelter playgroup guidelines 
are driven by the concepts of choice 
and empowerment, and adherence 
to the ethical guidelines adopted 
by certifying bodies, like the IAABC 
and CCPDT.

Through the application of the 
science of choice and the Least 
Intrusive, Minimally Aversive (LIMA) 
principles, we promote healthy dog-
dog interactions.

Introducing the Shelter Playgroup Alliance

EDUCATION FOR SHELTER 
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
THAT INCLUDE PLAY.

Managing healthy dog interactions 
requires knowledge and skill.  Our 
guidelines are accompanied by  
educational materials, including 
videos on our YouTube channel.  

We have developed the 
guidelines and materials to be clear 
yet flexible so that you can 
implement them in your shelter, 
regardless of resources.

Playgroups are only one part of a 
shelter enrichment program.  Our 
guidelines have been developed by 
animal behavior experts with  
recognized credentials, and feature 
information on developing a robust 
enrichment program.

If you need help implementing an 
enrichment program at your 
shelter, we have consultants who 
can help you!

Come and learn with the Shelter Playgroup Alliance!  We offer workshops and host an annual conference.  Read more 
below to learn which option might be best for you and your team.

WORKSHOPS

We host an annual shelter enrichment and behavior 
conference during which we explore current science 
and the theoretical foundations upon which the Shetler 
Playgroup Alliance Guidelines are based.  At our annual 
conference, you can expect to learn about shelter 
welfare, enrichment, and inter-dog interactions. We invite 
speakers who are well-respected in the field, including 
researchers and behavior consultants.

Learn with us!

Visit shelterdogplay.org or e-mail us at mara@shelterdogplay.org to learn more 
or discuss how we can help your shelter!

ANNUAL SPA SHELTER BEHAVIOR AND 
ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE (SPA SBEC)

Shelter Playgroup Alliance workshops are hosted 
by shelters across the country, and are focused on 
developing or enhancing enrichment programs, 
and diving deep into canine behavior as it relates to 
inter-dog interactions, the Shelter Playgroup Alliance 
guidelines, and observing interactions and playgroups 
in action.  Workshops are typically three days in 
length, but depend on the host shelter. Workshops 
are conducted by Shelter Playgroup Alliance staff and 
consultants.


